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Ventura County ACP-HLB Task Force

Mission: To inform Ventura County residents about the threat posed by the
Asian citrus psyllid and the citrus-killing disease it carries, and to mobilize
broad public support for efforts to exclude, detect and eradicate the pest.

SAVE OUR CITRUS!

Frequently Asked Questions About ACP and HLB

Q. What is the Asian citrus psyllid?

A. The Asian citrus psyllid (ACP) is an apHille insect that feeds on the leaves and stems of
citrus trees and related plants. Although the psyllid {&l).can danage plants, the real danger
lies in its ability to transmit a deadly bacterial tree disease called Huanglongbing (HLB).

Q. Has the insect been found in Ventura County?

A. Yes In late December 201€he California Department of Food and Agriculture anroad

that two ACP specimens had been found in traps in commercial citrus orchards near La Conchita
and Santa Paula.

Q. What happens next?

A. Effective Dec. 30, the state has declared a quarantine zone encompassing all of Ventura
County and most of southreGanta Barbara County. Agricultural officials have placed additional
traps in the areas to determine the extent of the possible psyllid infestation. The property owners
are cooperating with state and local officials to treat the orchards with pestckifany

psyllids.

Q. What does the quarantine restrict?

A. All harvested citrus must be cleaned, and any stems and leaves removed, before it can be
moved from the quarantine zone. Nursery host plants may not be moved out of the quarantine
area, and th movement of cut greens and green waste will be regulated by federal, state and
county officials.

Q. Will the state spray pesticides on my neighborhood?

A. Not at this time. Detection of a single ACP triggers a requirement for eradication treatment of
all host plants within 400 meters. The treatment consists of application of two pesticides:
cyfluthrin, which kills psyllids directly on contact, and imidacloprid, a systemic pesticide that is
applied to the soil and absorbed into the tissues of the plafiér Sho residential properties fall
within the treatment zones.

Q. How does the psyllid spread?

A. ACP can spread throughout the state on infested citrus plants and close relatives ©f citrus
such as orange jasmine or Indian curry ledtsat arrivein airplanes, ships, trucks, cars or mail.
Distribution of orange jasmine plants by retail nurseries was the main method of movement of
ACP throughout Florida. Floral bouquets containing psyiiiésted orange jasmine have been
intercepted coming into Gédrnia from Mexico. Additionally, the psyllid could fly northward

from Southern California and gradually spread throughout the state.

Q. How did it reach Ventura County?

A. We donOt know for sure. ACP arrived in Southern California in 2008 and has e inf

San Diego, Imperial, Orange and Los Angeles counties. It has been as close as Van Nuys since
early in 2010. ACP has also been intercepted coming into California in packages of fruit and
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plants, including citrus, ornamentals, herbs and bouquets fibevers, shipped from other states
and countries.

Q. What is Huanglongbing?

A. Huanglongbing (wondong-BING) is a bacterial disease that Kills all varieties of citrus trees.
It is the most serious citrus plant disease in the world and once a méexted, there is no
treatment or cure. Diseased trees produce bitter, inedible, misshapen fruit and eventually die.
HLB has already destroyed citrus production in various parts of the world, including Florida,
where the industry is now in rapid decline.

Q. How is HLB spread?

A. HLB can be spread by grafting infected plant tissue onto another plant, but it is more likely to
be moved around by infected psyllids. Once a psyllid picks up the disease by feeding on an
infected tree, it carries it for the redtits life, spreading it from tree to tree as it feeds.

Q. What types of trees can be infected?
A. All types of citrus treedl including oranges, lemons, tangerines, limes, grapefruit, kumquats
and plants closely related to citis can be infected witkhiLB.

Q. Is the HLB disease in California?

A. Not as far as we know. It has been found in several locations on the western coast of Mexico,
including northern Sinaloa, about 725 miles south of the California border. Testing has not found
any insects or tes in California to be infected with the deadly disease. HLB likely will arrive in

an infected citrus tree brought into the state, or by ACP picking it up from an infected plant in a
region such as Florida and being transported into California by shig, trar or mail.

Q. What will happen if ACP and HLB invade Ventura County?
A. If ACP and HLB reach Ventura County, and cannot be contained or eradicated, it is likely that
the county would cease to be a significant producer of citrus crops within a decade

Q. What is at stake?

A. The economic stakes are high for everyone in Ventura County. Lemons, tangerines, oranges
andgrapefruit currently account for more than 24,000 acres (a quéirtiee total irrigated
agricultural land in the county) and generatdéeast $51nillion a year ineconomic activity.

Citrus also supports more than 7,000 local jobs, includinfpaon employment, jobs in
packinghouses and related businesses, and jobs in other sectors supported indirectly by
agricultural activity. The aantyOs citrus industry also generates $19 million annually in indirect
business tax revenue. Additional dollars and jobs are supported by that portion of the local
nursery industry devoted to producing young citrus trees, which also would suffer sevactsimp
in the event that HLB and ACP are detected in Ventura County. Even those nurseries that
specialize in other plants would face increased costs for inspection and certification required to
ship potential host materials out of infected zones.

Q. I havecitrus trees in my yard. Are they vulnerable?

A. Yes. They, too, will die if infected, meaning that iconic element of the suburban Southern
California landscap8l the backyard orange, lemon, lime or mandarin ftewill also disappear
from Ventura CountyfiACP and HLB spread here. So far, nearly all the ACPs found in
California have been on backyard citrus trees in residential areas



Q. If ACP is detected in someoneOs yard, what will happen?

A. If Asian citrus psyllid is detected in an urban area, thddaia Department of Food and
Agriculture, working with the local agricultural commissioner, will launch a treatment protocol
intended to eradicate the infestation.

Q. What does the treatment involve?

A. The treatment consists of application of two édts to all host plants within 400 meters of

the infestation site. The materials are Cyfluthrin, a contact pesticide that kills psyllids directly,
and Imidacloprid, a systemic pesticide that is applied to the soil and absorbed into the tissues of
the plant. The pesticides are applied from the ground by trained applicators using hand sprayers.
This allows them to target only potential pest hosts, and minimizes the chance that beneficial
insects will be harmed.

Q. Are the pesticides dangerous?

A. Both arewidely used and regarded as having low risk of adverse effects. Cyfluthrin is a
synthetic pyrethroidgchemically similar to a naturally occurring insecticide found in
chrysanthemum petall.breaks down rapidly in sunlight, with a hdifie of 48 to 72 hars, and

is effective when applied at rates much lower than other commonly used pesticides. It is a skin
and eye irritant, but is considered to have low toxicity in humans because it is broken down and
eliminated from the body very quickly. The principalgative environmental effects are toxicity

to bees and other beneficial insects. Imidacloprid is approved for use on trees producing edible
fruit N the pesticide does not pass from the stem into theNruind although it is considered
moderately toxic,He literature contains no account of human poisoning. It has-ifaaif 48

190 days in soil, and is not considered a risk to groundwater. Although toxic to birds and bees, it
is not considered a threat to them when applied directly to soil.

Q. ArenOthere alternatives to chemical pesticides, such as organic treatments or biological
controls?

A. In order to prevent ACP from becoming established in Ventura County, it is necessary to
eradicate any new population immediately upon discovery. Although sayaaic formulations

may Kill psyllids, they do not do so swiftly and completely enough to eradicate an invasive
population. And although there are some natural predators that feed upon psyllids, these also do
not work quickly and thoroughly enough to eiivate 100 percent of the newly detected pests.

Q. Why is it necessary to kill them all? CanOt we just live with them?

A. If the HLB disease is not present, that might be an option. But if the disease arrives in Ventura
County and finds a local populatiofh ACP, the infection will spread quickly. It only takes a

single infected psyllid to carry the diseasmising bacteria to a new tree. Because there is no
treatment or cure for the disease itself, the only way to halt it is to attack the insects #whitspre
and prevent them from becoming established in Ventura County.

Q. What can | do?

A. If you have citrus trees, inspect them frequently for the psyllid, and report suspected finds
promptly to the Agricultural CommissionerQOs Office at (805)14520, orthe CDFA hotline at

(800) 4911899. You should also refrain from moving plants and fruit from one area of the state
to another, and you can make sure to buy citrus trees and other landscaping plants only from
legitimate retail or wholesale outlets thalldav state and federal guidelines for inspection and
certification. Information about how to identify ACP and HLB is provided by the downloadable
flyers, bookmarks and other materials found at www.farmbureauvc.com/pest/html.
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Q. What should I be looking br when | inspect my trees?

A. There are three life stages of the psyllid: eggs, nymphs and adults. Eggs are elliptical and
difficult to see without a magnifying glass. Nymphs are orange and stay flat against the plant
surface. They produce long, waxy fil@nts that direct honeydew away from their bodies. Adult
psyllids are winged and capable of flying considerable distances. Adult psyllids are 0.1 to 0.2
inch in length, with a brown body. Their body usually rests at a slantdedfee angle to the
host kaf or stem. Adult psyllids may look like aphids, but they arerfasting jumpers.

Q. Are there other symptoms of ACP infestation?

A. Yes. High populations of psyllid nymphs and adults can cause permanent deformation of
newly formed citrus leaves andasits. The tender young growth becomes twisted and stunted,

and may appear burned. Honeydew produced by nymphs and adults allows growth of sooty mold
that coats leaves. Ants, attracted by the honeydew, may be observed visitingf@&e&d stems

and leavest the tips of branches.

Q. When should I inspect my trees?
A. Any time is a good time, but new ACP infestation is most likely to occur when citrus trees are
producing new growth, which typically occurs from spring through fall.

Q. What is being done tcstop the insect?

A. The California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) has established quarantine zones
in areas where the psyllid has been found, and is trying to eradicate the infesGaiamty.

agricultural commissioners, CDFA and the U.S. Dapant of Agriculture, along with industry
groups such as the Citrus Research Board, are working together on increased surveying and
trapping. Inspection of cargo at international ports, state lines, airports ansomtigig) facilities

has been ramped up intercept the insect.

Q. What is being done locally?

A. Traps have been placed in urban neighborhoods and commercial orchards, in the hope of
detecting ACP quickly if it arrives. In additiothe Farm Bureau of Ventura County, working in
cooperation wh the Agricultural CommissionerOs Office, has established the Ventura County
ACP-HLB Task ForceThe mission of the Task Force is to coordinate an education and outreach
program intended to alert Ventura County residents to the threat posed by theittssapsyllid,

and to mobilize broad public support for efforts to exclude, detect and eradicate the pest. Task
Force activities include presentations by trained speakers to elected officials and civic groups;
distribution of educational materials to thengral public; hosting of educational workshops for
growers, shippers, pest control advisors and homeowners; and preparation of materials for print,
radio and online distribution.

Q. How do | arrange for a speaker to give a presentation about AGPILB to my club,

homeowners association, organization or community group?
A. Call the Task Force at (805) 585641 or send email to taskforce@farmbureauvc.com.
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