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Notes from the CEQ

By John Krist

More than 18 months ago, the Ventura County Public
‘Works Agency began revising the county’s grading ordinance.
As directed by the Board of Supervisors, the agency’s mandate
was to do away with the Hillside Erosion Control Ordinance
permits that historically had been issued by the Resource Con-

In mid-September, the Public Works
Agency released a revised draft

of the grading standards ... . The
document was nearly unrecognizable
to those who had been working on
the standards for nearly a year.

servation District (RCD). Instead,
grading involving operations on
both hillsides and flat land will be
regulated under a single ordinance,
administered and enforced by the
County Public Works Agency.

Farm Bureau’s leadership team
has been involved in the develop-
ment process from the start, begin-
ning with a briefing of our Board of

Directors by county staff in February 2010, and continuing
with submission of multiple comment letters and participation
in stakeholder workshops.

The process continued throughout the fall and winter, and
occurred during meetings of a Working Group established to
help county staff develop the standards that will determine
which agricultural grading activities will be exempt from

review and which will

require permits. The working group

included representatives chosen by Farm Bureau, the RCD,
Ventura County Agricultural Association (VCAA) and the Ven-
tura County Cattlemen’s Association (VCCA). All the members
are directly involved in agriculture, and brought their direct,
practical experience to bear on the process.

The working group

membership included Ed McFadden

and David Borchard (Farm Bureau), Martin Gramckow and
Danny Pereira (VCAA), Mike Mobley and Gary Ball (RCD), and
Bud Sloan and Richard Atmore (VCCA).

After investing months of effort, the group agreed on a set
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of standards they believed agriculture
could live with. County staff then sub-
jected the document to internal review.
Nothing more was heard from them for
six months.

In mid-September, the Public Works
Agency released a revised draft of the
grading standards pertaining to agricul-
tural operations and other non-devel-
opment activities. The document was
nearly unrecognizable to those who
had been working on the standards for

nearly a year. Substantially reorganized, and with nearly all the
laboriously negotiated language replaced, it appeared to be
virtually a new document.

Members of the Working Group, along with Farm Bureau
and other organizations, have been reviewing the new version
and trying to understand the meaning of and reason for the
revisions. Some answers to those questions were provided dur-
ing a public meeting on Oct. 7. Unfortunately, due to errors
by county staff, the intended email notification never was sent,
and only a dozen people — six of them county employees — at-
tended that session. The draft standards were then presented
to the Agricultural Policy Advisory Committee on Oct. 12.

A status report on the process has been scheduled for the
Nov. 22 Board of Supervisors meeting. No action is planned
that day. The standards continue to be revised in response to
comments from various stakeholders, a process that is expect-
ed to continue the rest of the year. Farm Bureau has forwarded
the most recent public draft to legal counsel for review.

Once county staff has had time to address the suggestions
and comments by members of the Working Group, and follow-
ing analysis and advice from our attorneys, Farm Bureau will
evaluate the resulting document and prepare its own com-
ments. Until then, the grading standards are a moving target.
Members are encouraged to visit the county’s grading website
(www.vcgrading.org/) to download a copy of the standards.
Please forward your comments or concerns to john@farmbu-
reauvc.com.

Tell us what you think

Recipients of our email news and announcements already
know about this, but Farm Bureau of Ventura County is
conducting an online survey to collect member feedback on
some of the organization’s program and activities. This is the
first of a periodic series of member opinion surveys and needs
assessments we will be conducting over the coming year to
help guide the Board of Directors and management in their
strategic planning.

The survey consists of only six questions and should take
no more than a few minutes to complete. It’s at http://tinyurl.
com/3zxXXgvj.

‘We value your input, and I encourage you to invest a few
moments of your time to help us better serve you.

Speaking of surveys
California State University Channel Islands is studying the

possibility of developing a graduate degree program in agricul-
ture. The university is conducting (continued on page 3)



Even ‘isolated’ ACP detections highlight need for area-wide treatment

By Beth Grafton-Cardwell

Since the Asian citrus psyllid (ACP) was
first found in California in 2008, traps and
surveys have revealed ACP-infested backyard
citrus trees in San Diego, Imperial, Orange,
Los Angeles, San Bernardino, and Ventura
counties. ACP also has been detected in
commercial citrus orchards in Imperial,
Ventura, and San Bernardino counties The
deadly bacterial disease that the psyllid can
carry, known as huanglongbing (HLB) has not
been found in California yet, but it is rapidly
spreading in Mexico and likely to arrive in
California in the near future.

To date in Ventura County, only small
numbers of adult psyllids (one or two winged
adults on a trap) have been found in just a few
orchards. This has raised questions about how
the psyllids got there, and how far and wide
around the find sites commercial citrus needs
to be treated.

If a psyllid is found on a trap card, more
than likely there are more psyllids in the area
that are not being trapped on cards. This is
because the traps are relatively ineffective; if
psyllids have a choice between a new leaf and

In Florida, authorities did not control the

psyllid in the urban or commercial areas

and it spread throughout the state within
three years.

a yellow trap, they will tend to fly to the new
leaf because it has both an attractive color and
it is emitting volatile chemicals that are attrac-
tive. It is also unlikely that a single psyllid, fly-
ing in from long distance, blown on the wind
or dislodged from a passing vehicle, would
end up in a trap, given the relatively low trap
density in commercial growing areas.

Therefore, although it may seem like an
extreme measure to treat a large area when
a single psyllid is found on a card, the safest
approach is to aggressively treat to prevent
psyllid populations from developing.

In Florida, authorities did not control the
psyllid in the urban or commercial areas and
it spread throughout the state within three
years. Not long after that, they found HLB
throughout the state. Now Florida growers
are treating with insecticides six to eight
times per year, not able to stay ahead of HLB

spread, and are rapidly losing trees to the dis-
ease. If California growers take an aggressive
approach at the beginning of infestations,
using the most effective insecticide treat-
ments, then more than likely the pest will be
suppressed for many months and growers will
not have to treat continually.

When psyllids are found, no matter how
few, it is recommended that the following ac-
tions be taken in the infested orchard and any
orchard within 1,000 meters of the infested
orchard:

1. Apply two ACP-effective insecticides
from different chemical classes as soon as
possible after detection of ACP, with one of
the insecticides in the broad spectrum group
(Table 1, next page). Use insecticides from
different chemical classes to improve Kill and
avoid selecting for resistance.

2. Apply the two insecticides at the same
time or within a life cycle of the insect (less
than one month apart). If weather, harvest,
bloom or other issues prevents a timely sec-
ond treatment, apply it as soon as possible.

3. Use a foliar plus a systemic (imidaclo-
prid, Platinum, Movento) if possible. Apply

(continued on next page)
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ACP detections

(continued from page 2)

the foliar first for rapid
knockdown and the sys-
temic close to the same

time since it takes time for | Organophosphate
uptake into the tree. If the

systemic application is not | Carbamate
possible or the timing is Pyrethroids

poor, then use two foliar
treatments spaced three

to four weeks apart. Soil-
applied imidacloprid is not

Systemic Neonicotinoids

Soft insecticides

taken up well by the tree Spinosyns

during November-April. In | Avermectins

this situation, use a broad- Benzylureas

spectrum foliar (pyre- o
. Tetronic acid

throid, organophosphate,

carbamate, neonicotinoid) | Ryanodine

first and an insecticide

from any other insecticide

Table 1. ACP-effective insecticides in the broad-spectrum and soft categories. Broad-
spectrum insecticides should be the first line of defense. The mode of action number is
listed for each insecticide group to assist with rotating chemistries and avoiding resistance.

Broad spectrum insecticides

Insecticides Modes of Action
Lorsban, Supracide, 1
Dimethoate, Imidan
Sevin, Lannate, Carzol
Baythroid XL, Danitol, Mustang 3
Admire Pro or generic brands, 4
Platinum
Delegate 5
Agri-Mek or generic brands 6
Micromite 15
Movento 23
Altacor 28

See the insecticide labels and the UC IPM guidelines for citrus for more details
(http://lucipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/selectnewpest.citrus.html).

class second.

4. Treat the find site
and neighbors as close to the same time as
possible, preferably within two weeks of each
other to achieve the “areawide” treatment
effect.

5. You can count normal treatments for
other pests as part of the program, if they are
ACP- effective and applied in a timely fashion.

6. If any part of an orchard is within 1,000
meters of the find site, the entire orchard
should be treated.

7. The orchard should be tap sampled and
new flush examined during the rest of the
year to make sure the treatments were effec-
tive

Experts in Florida and Texas have found
that the pyrethroids are the most effective
group of foliar insecticides, and the organo-
phosphate and neonicotinoid groups are the
next most effective groups. They have found
that no one insecticide alone can do the job of
control because adults are moving around and
nymphs are tucked inside new, hard-to-reach
foliage. Multiple applications of different
chemical groups are necessary.

Studies around the world have shown that
area-wide programs that treat large areas of
contiguous orchards simultaneously have
the greatest impact on psyllid populations.
Growers are encouraged to develop regional
management groups that work together to
coordinate treatment timing. Area-wide treat-
ment efforts are essential to help the Cali-
fornia citrus industry protect itself from the
devastating HLB disease.

— Beth Grafton-Cardwell is an IPM specialist and
research entomologist at UC Riverside and director of
Lindcove Research and Extension Center.

Notes from the CEO

(continued from page 1)

a needs assessment survey to help determine
general interest in the program as well as
specific topic areas to include.

You can do your part to help ensure that
the program meets the educational needs
of commercial agriculture by completing
an online survey. It should only take five or
10 minutes. The survey is at http://tinyurl.
com/3m9nae6.

If you have any questions about the survey,
please contact Dr. Ching-Hua Wang at (805)
437-8870 or by email at Ching-hua.wang@
csuci.edu.

And while we’re on the subject

Each month, Farm Bureau of Ventura
County mails about 1,200 copies of this paper
newsletter to its members and key figures
in the community. The printing and postage
together cost us about $750 for each issue.
It’s not a huge figure, but over the course of a
year it adds up.

In the past year, we have increasingly
turned to email as a way of sharing news and
announcements that cannot wait for the next
monthly newsletter, or which would not have
made it into that newsletter because of space
constraints. Those of you who have been re-
ceiving these e-news blasts know that we are
using the Constant Contact platform to create
and distribute them (this is the same vendor
we are using for our online surveys).

Currently, about a third of our agricultural
members are in the recipient database. If you
would like to be added so you can receive the
additional email news (continued on back page)

Member Benefits

TICKETS & DISCOUNTS

Farm Bureau members qualify for discounts on
admission to many of Southern California’s most
popular theme parks and other attractions. To take
advantage of any of these special offers, drop by the
Farm Bureau office at 5156 McGrath St. in Ventura.
You can also place an order and pay by phone, and
have the tickets mailed to you. For more information,
contact Cissy Perez-Haas at (805) 289-0155. Have
your membership number handy. We accept Visa and
MasterCard.

Aquarium of the Pacific — Adult (Age 12+): $18.95
(save $6); Child (age 3-11): $10.95 (save $2). Valid
through 12/31/11.

California Adventure and Disneyland one-day
Park Hopper — Adult (age 10+): $97 (save $5);
Child (age 3-9): $91 (save $3). Valid through
12/31/11.

Cinemark Theatres — Platinum ticket, valid any
show time at all Cinemark & Century locations:
$8 (savings $3.50). Additional premiums may be
applied for specially priced films and or/events
priced higher than normal box office. No expiration.

Knott's Berry Farm — Adult (12 yrs.+) $31.95 (save
$25.04), Junior/Senior (age 3-11yrs.) (62 yrs.+)
$22.95 (save $2.04).Valid through 12/31/11.

Legoland — General use ticket: $55.95 (save $13
adult, $3 child) + 2nd day FREE. Resort Hopper
General: $65.95 (save $23 adult, $13 child). Valid
through 12/31/11. Includes two visits to Legoland,
including new Water Park when open, and two visits
to Sea Life Aquarium.

Magic Mountain — General use ticket: Adult (48"+
tall): $27.95, (save $32.04); Child (under 48" tall):
$18.95 (save $16.04). Valid through 12/31/11.

Regal Cinemas — Unrestricted tickets $8.25
(regularly $9.50 Sun.-Thurs, $10 Fri.-Sat). Good
at Edwards, Regal, Signature and United Artists
Theaters. No expiration.

San Diego Sea World — $49.95 (Save $20 per adult;
Save $10 per child) Adult /Child Ticket (3 yrs.+).
Valid through 12/31/11.

San Diego Safari Park — (Formerly Wild Animal
Park) Adult-African Tram Safari : $33.95 (save
$6.05) (12yrs.+); Child-African Tram Safari: $26.95
(save $3.05) (3-11 yrs.). Africa Tram Safari includes
admission, unlimited use of the Journey into Africa
Tour, Conservation Carousel and all shows/exhibits.
Valid through 01/31/12.

San Diego Zoo — Adult (age 12+): $33.95 (save
$6.05). Child (age 3-11): $26.95 (save $3.05). Valid
through 01/31/12.

See’s Candy gift certificate — One-pound box $13.95
(Save $2.65). No expiraton.




Board of Directors

Josh Pinkerton, President*
Fred Van Wingerden, Second VP*
Scott Klittich, Secretary*

Ed McFadden, Treasurer*

JanBerk  Leslie Leavens-Crowe*
David Borchard ~ Phil McGrath
Scott Deardorff ~ Chris Sayer
Gus Gunderson  David Schwabauer
Will Terry*™*
Chief Executive Officer
John Krist

* Member, Executive Committee
**Advisory member, YF&R chairman

NOteS from the CEO (continued from page 3)

dispatches — they are distributed no more than once a week — please send a request to mem-

bers@farmbureauvc.com.

Along those lines, please let us know if you would like to receive this official monthly FBVC
newsletter as an emailed PDF file rather than as hard copy delivered via the U.S. Postal Service.
If you opt for electronic delivery, not only will you receive the newsletter about a week earlier
than our postal recipients, you’ll have the satisfaction of knowing you are saving paper and help-

ing us keep our costs down.

If you would like to switch, please send
your request to admin@farmbureauvc.com.
Please include your name and membership
number so we can be sure to discontinue the
regular mailing.

— John Krist is chief executive officer of Farm Bureau of

Ventura County. Contact him at john@farmbureauvc.com.
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NOTARY SERVICE
Free to Members*
Call Kathy at 289-0155

*Exception: Home
loan documents

Ventura County.

MISSION STATEMENT
We represent the broad and dynamic interests
of the agricultural industry through our diverse
membership. We serve members by delivering
services, promoting policies, developing
coalitions, and fostering community action that
will ensure the long-tem success of agriculture in

FARMBBUREAU

OF VENTURA COUNTY

5156 McGrath St., Suite 102
P.0. Box 3160
Ventura, CA 93006
Telephone 805-289-0155
Fax 805-658-0295
www.farmbureauvc.com

* PLATINUM MEMBERS
Beardsley & Son

Al & Elaine Cavaletto
Deardorff Family Farms
Dullam Nursery

Farm Credit West

Fruit Growers Lab Inc.
Gimlin & Udy Insurance Agency
Leavens Ranches

Limco Del Mar Ltd.
Limoneira Company
Jonathan Pinkerton

Rio Farms

Saticoy Lemon Association
Terry Farms Inc.

* DIAMOND MEMBERS

Ag Rx

Randall Axell

Bob Jones Ranch Inc.

John Borchard Jr.

John W. Borchard Ranches Inc.
Boskovich Farm Inc.

Chase Bros. Dairy
Crisalida Berry Farms LLC
Crop Production Services
DeMartini Enterprises LLC
Farmers Irrigation Company
Friedrich Ranch

Index Fresh

Kimball Ranches EIl Hogar
Larry Walker Associates
Dorcas McFarlane TT
Mission Produce

Nunes Vegetables

William Orcutt

Oxnard Lemon Co.
Oxnard Pest Control Assn.
Pecht Ranch

Don Petty Jr.

Rancho Limcado

Travis Ag. Construction
Underwood & Sons LLC
Fred Van Wingerden

* GOLD SEAL MEMBERS
Ag Land Services
Associates Insectary
Barkley Ins. Agent Brokers
Berylwood Tree Farm
Brokaw Nursery LLC
Brokaw Ranch Co.
William Burgett

Calavo Growers

Camulos Ranch

CAPCA-Ventura County
Chapter

Lee Cole

Crane Estate, Inc.

Jack M. Dickenson

Scott Dunbar Ranch and
Land Broker

Humberto Candelario

Dufau Ranch Co.

Estate of William Worthington

Faria Family Ptnr. LTD/Rincon

Friends Ranches Inc.

Fruit Growers Supply Company

Green Meadow Nursery

R. Logan Hardison

Ron Hertel

Hirashima Berry Farm

J. D. McGrath Farms

Tom K. Lindsay

Luna Fertilizer Inc.

Joseph Maulhardt Trust

John McGrath

Phil McGrath

Messori Ranch

Naumann Land Development
Newhall Land Farm Company
Otto & Sons Nursery

Quality Ag Inc.

Rabobank

F. Richardson

San Miguel Produce Inc.
Santa Rosa Berry Farms LLC
Chris Sayer

Seacoast Farms LLC

Sine Qua Non

Frank Staben

Sunnyland Nursery

Tierra Rejada Ranch LLC

Yu Ying Tsai

Yamamoto Farms
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