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By John Krist
It’s been a fairly chaotic month here in the Farm Bureau of-

fice, thanks to our opening of the initial re-enrollment window 
for the Ventura County Agricultural Irrigated Lands Group. 

Nearly 1,400 agricultural property 
owners, and hundreds of growers leas-
ing some of that land, have been noti-
fied that we need signed participation 
contracts, updated contact informa-
tion and accurate parcel and crop data 
from them. This can be accomplished 
online, or by submitting paper forms. 
As you might expect, the phones here 
have been busy as our staff answers 
questions, troubleshoots login issues, 
and guides users through the signup 
process.

We have to undergo this cumber-
some process every five years, when 
the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality 

Control Board (LARWQCB) adopts a new irrigated lands regu-
latory program for agriculture. It’s possible to comply with 
the complex set of regulations and requirements on your own, 
but we strongly advise against that course – the monitoring 
and reporting activities would cost even small growers tens 
of thousands of dollars a year. The far more economical (and 
sanity-preserving) course is to join VCAILG, let us and our 
consultants do all the work, and reduce your costs by sharing 
them with your fellow growers across an entire watershed.

So, even though enrollment is a hassle — and believe me, 
we share your pain — it’s a walk in the park compared to the 
red tape required for individual compliance and the pitfalls of 
dealing directly with state regulatory staff. 

If you did not submit your re-enrollment 
before our initial Sept. 1 cutoff, do not 
panic. That was the deadline we set for 
compiling the VCAILG membership list 
we are required to submit to the LAR-
WQCB with our notice of intent to be rec-
ognized as the county’s formal discharger 
group, which is due in October. 

Technically, the LARWQCB could 
regard anyone not on the list as being in 
violation of the regulations, but the board 

realizes that the process takes time and it is unlikely to do any-
thing for many months. In the meantime, we will continue to 
accept new or renewed enrollments, and we will periodically 
update the Regional Board on additions to our membership.

One of the questions we have been fielding during the re-
enrollment process is what the participation costs are likely to 
be in the coming year. Unfortunately, we haven’t been able to 
answer that with any precision. 

The cost varies by watershed, depending on conditions and 
the types of monitoring and analysis required for different 
streams. In 2015-2016, for example, the per-acre assessment 
ranged from $5.94 in the coastal watershed to $22.82 in the 
subwatershed draining to Revolon Slough.  

But the current set of regulations is much more stringent 
than those in effect from 2010 to 2016, and there is some am-
biguity in the language that makes it difficult for us to develop 
a plan for compliance that’s detailed enough to generate cost 
estimates. We are still working with Regional Board staff to 
flesh out those details, and until we do, we can’t finalize a 
scope of work for our consultants, prepare budget projections 
and calculate per-acre assessments.

Right now, we’re anticipating being able to do that this fall, 
probably in October. So, with any luck, we’ll be following up 
with invoices for the 2016-2017 program year in November. 
And when we do, your response will be somewhat simpler: 
Just send us a check. We’ll do the rest.

ACP research project in development
Under the oversight of the Ventura County ACP-HLB Task 

Force, local citrus growers launched a new round of coordi-
nated area-wide management (AWM) pesticide applications in 
August. Intended to maximize suppression of the Asian citrus 
psyllid (ACP) population and reduce the chance the bugs will 
find and begin spreading the bacteria that cause Huanglong-
bing disease, the AWM strategy requires close cooperation 
among growers, packinghouses, pest-control advisers and pest 
control operators, making it a daunting logistical challenge.

Nevertheless, Ventura County has been setting an example 
for the rest of the state about how to execute a large-scale 
AWM strategy. During the previous round of AWM between 
Jan. 31 and May 29 — the first cycle to involve all the county’s 
citrus acreage — participation rates were generally quite high. 
Countywide, 92 percent of the citrus acreage was treated. 
Ten of the 49 psyllid management areas (PMAs) had treatment 

It’s possible to comply with the 
[Los Angeles Regional Water 
Quality Control Board’s] com-
plex set of regulations and 
requirements on your own, but 
we strongly advise against that 
course – the monitoring and re-
porting activities would cost even 
small growers tens of thousands 
of dollars a year. The far more 
economical (and sanity-preserv-
ing) course is to join VCAILG ….
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rates of 100 percent, 13 were between 95 and 
99 percent, and seven were between 90 and 
94 percent.

Moving forward, however, we need to 
know more than just the participation rate 
if we are to ensure an effective strategy. We 
need information about the relative efficacy of 
aerial vs. ground applications and convention-
al vs. organic materials. We need to determine 
the influence of untreated groves or urban 
neighborhoods on APC population trends in 
treated groves, and we need to understand 
seasonal variations in ACP population size and 
distribution. Without this information, we are 
unable to determine how ACP populations 
are responding to the AWM program or what 
improvements might achieve better results.

The need for an effective suppression pro-
gram has never been greater. The state’s HLB 
survey has identified two separate confirmed 
infection sites in Los Angeles, and the data 
strongly suggest the bacterial disease has 

By Susana Bruzzone-Miller
The 4-H Youth Development Program 

(YDP) is alive and thriving in Ventura County. 
Currently, 14 community clubs boast 691 
youth members, 189 adult volunteers and a 
variety of hands-on projects and leadership 
opportunities for kindergarten to 12th grade 
youth. As California 4-H YPD goals move 
towards tripling enrollment and broadening 
diversity in the next 10 years, innovative 4-H 
programming ideas have emerged such as 
in-school, after-school, and special interest 
(SPIN) clubs. 

The idea of expanding reach through 
various delivery modes is not new to Ventura 
County. The 4-H YPD programs at the UC 
Hansen Agricultural Research and Exten-

sion Center 
(HAREC) have 
been helping 
in this endeav-
or for many 
years. Youth 
programs are 
offered county-
wide and serve 
the commu-
nity at large 
through the 
efforts of vol-

unteers, staff, and community partnerships. 
Farm field trips, classroom outreach, student 
farm, summer camp and other community 
activities reached more than 7,900 youth in 
program year 2015-2016. 

Rio School District, in Oxnard, is a wel-
comed new partner. Rio added the 4-H Sus-
tainable You! Summer Camp curriculum to 
their districtwide Summer Science Camp that 
serves more than 200 K-6 students. HAREC 
educators provided curriculum training and 
support. More than 60 fifth- and sixth-graders 
participated in this exciting program, which 
helps youth understand what it means to be 
sustainable and features interactive activities 
based around the five major areas of sustain-
ability: land, air, food, energy and water. 
Rio campers rounded out the experience by 
visiting HAREC for further study of our local 
food system. Additionally, the City of Ventura 
joined forces for a second year collaboration 
with HAREC. City environmental educators 
delivered Sustainable You! at the Center. 
Twenty-five youth, ages 9-12, delighted in 
spending a week of fun and learning on the 
farm.

The popularity of 4-H Farm Field Trips 
and Classroom Outreach continues to grow. 
Educators from 12 Ventura County school 
districts participate in these programs and 
often remark on the benefits. Judie Wing, a 
Conejo Unified teacher commented, “One day 
on the farm is more educational and complete 
than a whole semester of second-grade sci-
ence.” Every attempt is made to accommodate 
as many schools as possible, but programs fill 
up quickly each fall and spring with long wait 
lists. When visiting the farm is not an option, 
classroom outreach bridges the gap. Teacher 
suggestions often prompt additions to out-
reach lessons offered. Recent requests have 
been heard. Wiggly Worms, Food Friends 
rolls out this fall, teaching first graders how to 
recycle food waste into healthy soil. 

The continued success of the on-site 4-H 
Student Farm, a collaboration with Ventura 
Unified School District (VUSD) and Food 
Corps, is set for expansion to a year-round 
after-school program for middle schoolers. 
Ashley Parrish Decker, Food Corps member 
and student farm educator states, “a winter 
session will be added that incorporates farm 
to school aspects of growing food and cook-
ing but also includes a community service 
component.”

Two interns joined the education team for 

spring and summer 2016. Karina Lopez, Santa 
Paula High School, and Shanti Sandosham, 
Ventura College, set the bar high for future 
interns. The purpose of the new Youth, Fami-
lies & Community internship opportunity is 
threefold: give students real-life experience 
working in a Research and Extension Center 
or agricultural setting, engage in hands-on 
research or outreach projects, and ignite a 
spark leading to future studies or careers in 
agriculture or natural resources. Shanti hopes 
to transfer to UC Davis to further her educa-
tion in sustainable agriculture. 

Volunteers and interns play a key role in 
program delivery and support. Their efforts 
are greatly appreciated by HAREC staff and 
the many teachers and youth that participate 
in these programs. For more information on 
4-H Youth Development Programs at HAREC, 
volunteering or internships visit our web-
site: http://harec.ucanr.edu/Extension_Out-
reach_-_Education/. For information on the 
Ventura County 4-H Program: http://ceven-
tura.ucanr.edu/Families_-_Communities/4-H/. 
To keep abreast of news at Hansen follow our 
blog: http://ucanr.edu/blogs/Hansen/.

— Susana Bruzzone-Miller is youth, families and 
community education program manager at the Hansen 
Agricultural Research and Extension Center. Contact 
her at sbmiller@ucanr.edu.

already spread to more than a dozen areas in 
multiple Southern California counties.

Unfortunately, the state’s existing ACP 
trapping and sampling program is incapable 
of generating the data needed to answer the 
questions we need answered. So, working 
with University of California researchers 
Beth Grafton-Cardwell and Neil McRoberts, 
the Ventura County ACP-HLB Task Force 
has developed a data-gathering and analysis 
project that will enable them to provide those 
answers. Beth and Neil are developing a fed-
eral grant application to support the project 
over the next two to three years. Approval 
will take time, however, so we have asked 
packinghouses that process Ventura County 
fruit to raise $25,000 through a voluntary self-
assessment based on their proportional share 
of the total volume. We estimate this will be 
sufficient to fund the program for the first 
six months, while we await approval of the 
federal grant application.

The funding will pay for a full-time scout 
who will work under a contract with FBVC, 
which acts as fiscal agent for the Task Force. 

More than 60 Rio School 
District fifth- and sixth-
graders participated in 
“4-H Sustainable You! 
Summer Camp,” which 
helps youth understand 
what it means to be 
sustainable and features 
interactive activities ...



Member Benefits
TICKETS & DISCOUNTS

Farm Bureau members qualify for discounts on ad-
mission to many of Southern California’s most popular 
theme parks and other attractions. To take advantage 
of any of these special offers, drop by the Farm Bureau 
office at 5156 McGrath St. in Ventura. You can also 
place an order and pay by phone, and have the tickets 
mailed to you. For more information, contact Cissy 
Perez-Haas at (805) 289-0155. Have your membership 
number handy. We accept Visa and MasterCard. 

Aquarium of the Pacific — Adult (12+ yrs): $19.95 (save $9); 
Child (3-11 yrs): $12.95 (save $4). Valid thru 12/31/16.

Cinemark & Century Theatres — Platinum ticket, valid all 
show times at all Cinemark & Century locations: $8.75 
(savings $2.75). Additional premiums may be applied for 
specially priced films and/or events priced higher than 
normal box office. No expiration.

Hurricane Harbor — General Use Ticket (3yrs.+) $28.95 
(Save $13.04) Valid any 1 day of the 2016 Season.

Knott’s Berry Farm — Buena Park. Adult (12+ yrs) $37.95 
(save $34.05); Junior (3-11 yrs) Senior (62+ yrs) $34.95 
(save $7.05). Valid thru 12/31/2016.

Legoland — “E” tickets only. Adult (13+ yrs) $78.95 (save 
$14.05); Child (3-12 yrs) $72.95 (save $14.05). Includes 
2nd day free ticket within 90 days of 1st visit.  
Resort Hopper Ticket — “E” Ticket only. Adult (13+ 
yrs) $87.95 (save $29.05); Child (3-12 yrs) $80.95 (save 
$30.05). Includes 2 visits to Legoland, including new 
Waterpark (seasonal) and 2 visits to Sea Life Aquarium. 
Valid thru 12/31/2016.

Raging Waters — General Use Ticket (3+yrs.)  $29.95 
(Savings $13.04). Valid any 1 day of the 2016 Season

Regal Cinemas — Unrestricted tickets $8.75 (regularly $12.50 
Sun-Thu, $10 Fri.-Sat). Good at Edwards, Regal, Signature 
& United Artists. No expiration.

San Diego Safari Park — (Formerly Wild Animal Park) 
Adult-African Tram Safari : $42.95 (save $7.05) (12+ yrs); 
Child-African Tram Safari: $33.95 (save $6.05) (3-11 yrs). 
Valid thru 12/31/16. Africa Tram Safari includes admission, 
unlimited use of the Journey into Africa Tour, Conservation 
Carousel and other shows/exhibits. 

San Diego Sea World – 2nd Day Free Adult (10 yrs+) $65 
(save $24); Child (3-9 yrs) $65 (save $18). Both visits valid 
thru 12/31/16.

San Diego Zoo — Adult (12+ yrs): $42.95 (save $7.05). Child 
(3-11 yrs): $33.95 (save $6.05). Valid thru 12/31/16.

See’s Candy gift certificate — One-pound box $15.95 (Save 
$2.05). No expiration.

Six Flags Magic Mountain — $45.50 (savings $27.49) 
General use ticket (3+ yrs). Valid thru 9/25/16.

Six Flags Magic Mountain Fright Fest — General Use Ticket 
(3 yrs+) $49.95 (savings $30) Valid on day/night during 
Fright Fest Sept. 17, 18, 24, 25, 30; Oct. 1, 2, 7-9, 14-16, 
21-23, 28, 30 OR valid any operating day thru 9/30/2017.

“E Tickets” — San Diego Sea World: Unlimited visits: Adult 
(10+ yrs) 2016 Fun Card $75 (save $14) Child (3-9 yrs) 
$75 (save $8). Valid thru 12/30/16. Blackout dates apply. 
Universal Studios: 12 Month Annual Pass (3+ yrs) $109 
(save $40) Exp. 12/31/16. Valid 12 months from first visit. 
First visit must be by January 31, 2017. Blackout dates 
apply after 1st visit. To view blackout dates see www.
universalpassmember.com2016N. 

Farm Bureau of Ventura County: The Independent Voice for Agriculture (ISSN 2159-7022) is published bimonthly by Farm Bureau of Ventura County, 
5156 McGrath St., Suite 102, Ventura, CA 93003-7305. Subscription price is included in membership fee. Subscriptions for non-members are $10 per year. 
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Unclutter your mailbox 
and save us money! 

Sign up today to receive your monthly 
newsletter by email. Send a request 
to admin@farmbureauvc.com.

We have designed a network of 50 sampling 
sites, representing the full range of variables 
across all citrus varieties and all major geo-
graphic production areas. The scout will visit 
25 sites each week, and gather ACP popula-
tion data using a protocol designed by Beth in 
collaboration with local pest control advisors. 
The scout also will collect ACP nymphs so 
they can be submitted for HLB testing.

In response to the apparent spread of HLB 
throughout Southern California, the state is 
developing a new set of quarantine regula-
tions. Because ACP is known to hitch rides in 
loads of bulk fruit moving from orchards to 
packinghouses — meaning the HLB-causing 
bacteria infecting trees in Southern Califor-
nia are but a truck trip away from the state’s 
major production areas in Ventura County 
and the San Joaquin Valley — the regulations 
aim to reduce or eliminate psyllid transport 
in this manner. 

Under the proposal endorsed by the Citrus 
Pest and Disease Prevention Committee, the 
state would be divided into five regions. Four 
of these would be quarantine zones: One 
would encompass all of Southern California, 
another the coast (Ventura, Santa Barbara, San 
Luis Obispo and Monterey counties), one the 
San Joaquin Valley, and another the Bay area. 
Most of the state’s counties would be in a non-
quarantine zone because they lack commer-
cial citrus and ACP has not been detected in 
them. Under the CPDPC-approved proposal, 
fruit would have to be washed or commercial-
ly processed, and loads fully tarped, before 
moving from one quarantine zone to another.

Both FBVC and the Ventura County ACP-
HLB Task Force have endorsed this proposal 
as the best way to ensure that infected ACP 
are not trucked here from production areas in 
Imperial, Riverside and San Bernardino coun-
ties, where there are several suspected sites of 
HLB infection. The added expense and hassle 
associated with the washing step is insig-
nificant compared to the damage that would 
result if the industry were to inadvertently 
spread the HLB epidemic to our commercial 
groves.

The California Department of Food and 
Agriculture held several meetings around the 
state to gather feedback on the proposal. And 
it became unfortunately clear that growers in 
some regions don’t fully understand or appre-
ciate the risk. Some pushed back against the 

wet-wash requirement, or argued for different 
quarantine boundary configurations.

Alarmingly, CDFA developed a proposed 
revision to the regulatory plan that would 
address those concerns, and submitted it to 
the CPDPC in mid-August for review. It is 
unclear why the department did so, or what it 
expects the committee to do in response, but 
the effect of actually implementing the CDFA 
proposal is quite clear: It would be a disaster 
for Ventura County and, eventually, the entire 
California citrus industry. 

If the revision were adopted, fruit could 
be moved between quarantine zones without 
processing as long as the orchard had been 
treated with pesticides just before harvest — a 
step that reduces the ACP population, but 
does not eliminate it and therefore cannot 
prevent psyllids from ending up in bins. And 
the quarantine boundaries would be amended 
to create two zones — one for Southern Cali-
fornia that would include Ventura and Santa 
Barbara counties, and one for the northern 
part of the state that would include the Cen-
tral Valley as well as Monterey and San Luis 
Obispo counties.

By eliminating any regulatory barrier to 
ACP transport between Ventura County, 
which as yet has no confirmed or even 
suspected HLB infection sites, and areas to 
the south that have many such sites, CDFA’s 
proposal would hasten the spread of the 
disease to our area. And if it were to eliminate 
washing in favor of the spray-and-move op-
tion, which has been condemned by scientists 
as dangerously ineffective in keeping ACP out 
of fruit loads, CDFA would similarly hasten 
movement of the disease into the Central 
Valley.

These are intolerable outcomes. Farm Bu-
reau and Members of the local Task Force are 
pushing hard on CDFA to dump this spectacu-
larly bad idea and move ahead with the origi-
nal quarantine boundaries and requirements.

— John Krist is chief executive officer of the Farm 
Bureau of Ventura County. Contact him at john@
farmbureauvc.com. 
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• FOUNDERS CIRCLE

Beardsley & Son
Farm Credit West 
Leavens Ranches
Terry Farms Inc.

• PLATINUM MEMBERS
Brokaw Nursery LLC
Brokaw Ranch Co.
Elaine Cavaletto
Deardorff Family Farms
Dullam Nursery
Faria Family Partnership
Fruit Growers Lab Inc.
Gimlin & Udy Insurance Agency
Limco Del Mar Ltd.
Limoneira Company
Jonathan Pinkerton
Rabobank
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Saticoy Lemon Association
Southland Sod Farms
Dorcas Thille TT
Fred Van Wingerden

• DIAMOND MEMBERS
Ag Rx
Randall Axell
Bob Jones Ranch Inc. 
John W. Borchard Jr.
John W. Borchard Ranches Inc.
Boskovich Farm Inc.
Katie Brokaw
Crop Production Services
DeMartini Enterprises LLC
Farmers Irrigation Company
Friedrich Ranch
Hallwood, Inc.
Index Fresh
Kimball Ranches El Hogar
Larry Walker Associates
Mission Produce
Nunes Vegetables
William Orcutt
Oxnard Lemon Co.
Oxnard Pest Control Assn.
Pecht Ranch
Rancho Limcado
Sundance Berry Farm
Travis Ag. Construction

• GOLD SEAL MEMBERS
AGQ Laboratories
Alta Mutual Water Co.
Andreini & Co.
Jaime Ambriz 
Ag Land Services
Anacapa Berry Farms
Anacapa Homes LLC
Associates Insectary
Bank of America-Merill Lynch
Barkley Ins. Agent Brokers
Bennett’s Honey Farm
J. David Borchard
Mike Brucker 
Burns Equipment Services, Inc.
Calavo Growers
Camulos Ranch
Humberto Candelario
CAPCA-Ventura County 
     Chapter
Betsy Chess
Lee Cole
Community West Bank
Jack M. Dickenson
Duda Farm Fresh Foods Inc.
Scott Dunbar Ranch and  
     Land Broker
Enterprise Truck Rental
Estate of William Worthington

Flying M Ranch
Edward Friel
Friends Ranches Inc.
Fruit Growers Supply
Gardena Nursery
R. Logan Hardison
Carolyn Hertel
Joseph Maulhardt Trust
John McGrath
Phil McGrath
Naumann Land Development
Newhall Land Farm Company
Otto & Sons Nursery
Port Hueneme Marine Supply
Quality Ag Inc.
Dick and Martha Richardson
Santa Rosa Berry Farms LLC
Chris Sayer
SC Fuel
Sierra Pacific Farms
Sunnyland Nursery
Tierra Rejada Farns LP
Underwood & Sons LLC
Ventura County Resource 
     Conservation District
West Coast Berry Farms 
White Seed Co.
Yamamoto Farms
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MISSION STATEMENT
We represent the broad and dynamic interests 
of the agricultural industry through our diverse 
membership. We serve members by delivering 
services, promoting policies, developing 
coalitions, and fostering community action that 
will ensure the long-tem success of agriculture in 
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